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Abstract:

A Cyclothon was organized in Bhopal on 20th May during the United Nations Road Safety
Week being organized worldwide from May 15 to May 21, 2023. The aim of the Cyclothon was
to promote a sustainable transport system, particularly for pedestrians, cyclists, and children.
Over 100 cyclists, mostly school students and some citizens, participated in the rally. The
participants signed a memorandum addressed to the Principal Secretary, Home, requesting
him for development of a sustainable transport system in Madhya Pradesh, specifically for
pedestrians, cyclists, senior citizens, and students. The Memorandum was later submitted to
the Principal Secretary, Home, Government of Madhya Pradesh and a copy of the same to
the Transport Commissioner, Madhya Pradesh.
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Consumer Voice, New Delhi
National Centre for Human Settlements & Environment, Bhopal
and HelpBox Foundation, Bhopal.

Back Ground:

Road traffic injuries are a leading cause of death and disability worldwide, with around 1.3
million people killed and as many as 50 million people injured each year. For people aged 5-
29 years, there is no greater threat to their lives. Globally, 1 of every 4 deaths occur among
pedestrians and cyclists.

The Global Plan for the Decade of Action for Road Safety 2021-2030 reflects an ambitious
target to reduce road traffic deaths and injuries by 50% by 2030. It highlights that they can be
prevented by addressing the whole of the transport system, taking action to ensure safe roads,
vehicles and behaviours as well as to improve emergency care. Therefore, road safety is both
a prerequisite.

In furtherance of the objectives, WHO, in collaboration with partners, organizes periodic UN
Global Road Safety Weeks. The 7th edition of the programme focussing on sustainable
transport, in particular the need to shift to walking, cycling and using public transport was
organised during 15-21 May 2023.

In India also road accidents are the major cause of death. As per the Road Accident Report
for 2019, published by the Ministry of Road Transport & Highways (MORTH) in 2020, road
accidents continue as a leading cause of death, disabilities and hospitalization in the country.


https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/global-plan-for-the-decade-of-action-for-road-safety-2021-2030

The report further states that a total number of 449,002 accidents took place in the country
during the calendar year 2019 leading to 151,113 deaths and 451,361 injuries.

Madhya Pradesh is one of the top five states in India having very high number of road
accidents (50,669) and fatalities (11,249) (as per MORTH Report 2020). In 2021, Madhya
Pradesh ranked second after Maharashtra with respect to road accident deaths. As per a
report in every 42 minutes a person dies due to road accidents in Madhya Pradesh.

Continuous rising number of new vehicles, poor road conditions, over speeding, non-use of
helmet and seat belt and drunk driving are stated to be main causes of road accidents. As per
a road safety audit for National and state highways conducted by the central government, a
total of 5803 black spots were identified, of which 455 are in Madhya Pradesh. However, these
does not include black spots within the cities. Sometimes, development become a curse. It is
often seen that development agencies entrusted with responsibility for construction of new
roads are totally insensitive towards public safety. They do not put up barrier and let the people
drive through underdevelopment roads, which create traffic chaos at the meeting point of
existing roads and thus become black spot. All the major roads being declared as commercial
despite not having parking space, results in one of the lanes constantly occupied by the parked
vehicles, leaving no space for walker and cyclists.

To address the issues connected to road safety, implementation of road safety norms is a
prerequisite to save lives. To ensure safety, road networks must be designed with the most at
risk in mind. Besides, safe, affordable, accessible and sustainable public transport is a solution
for many of societies’ ills. When safe, walking and cycling can also contribute to making people
healthy, cities sustainable, and societies equitable.

Bhopal Cyclothon 2023:
Theme:

Promoting sustainable transport, in particular the need to shift to walking, cycling and using
public transport.

#RethinkMobility

#StreetsforLife

#RoadSafety

Preparatory activities:

In view of Closure of schools due to summer vacation during the Road Safety Week, NCHSE
personnel had discussion with Principals of a number of schools regarding participation of
students in the event. There was discussion with cycle rider groups as well. As per the
outcome of the discussion it was decided to use social media to invite participation on first
cum first basis. Message was circulated through whatsapp and willing persons were advised
to register online through the QR code or the link provided.
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BHOPAL-2023
I/ Saturday. 20t May 2023, Time: 700 AM. /|

Starting point : Ankur School, (37gR 3¢ #&H), 6 no. Stop, Shivaji Nagar, Bhopal.

Promoting sustainable transport, in particular
walking, cycling and use of public transport
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On the wake of the event, both All India Radio and few newspapers announced the event.

The Cyclothon on 20" May 2023:

Registration of participants:

On the occasion of 7th UN Road Safety Week which focuses on sustainable transport, in
particular the need to shift to walking, cycling and using public transport, National Centre for
Human Settlements & Environment (NCHSE) in partnership with Consumer Voice, New Delhi
and with local support from Help Box Foundation and Bhopal Cycle Riders Group organised
a Cycle Rally (Cyclothon) in Bhopal on 20th May 2023.

All preregistered participants and students registered on site were provided with a T-shirt
prepared for the event and a message board having messages on road safety and demand
space for walker and cyclists. The participants tied the message board on the handle of their

bicycle.
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Address of the Chief Guest:

Before the start of the event, Chief Guest Shri Sushil Kumar Tiwari, Additional Commissioner
of Police addressed the participants at the starting point at Ankur School. He said that this
rally (Cyclothon) is very important because it would convey important and lifesaving messages
to the citizens of the city.
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Mr. Sushil Kumar further said that there are set rules
for road users like walkers,
cyclist or motor vehicle
drivers. He categorically
pointed out the precautionary
steps each road user should
follow.
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His advice for the walkers,
especially school students
are —

e Use foot path where ever
available.

e Avoid walking in groups —
for walking in a group
increases the chances of
accidents by the
speeding vehicles.

e Never cross the road
running. ; .

e Useonly Zebra cross and when the lights are green for walkers Where there is no zebra

P4 .~ cross, look at left, right and again left to ensure no
upcoming vehicle and cross the road quickly.
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His advice for the cyclists are —

. Check the break and bell of the cycle
before leaving home.

. Never compete on the road to go ahead.
o Never cycle in groups to avoid chances of
accidents.

His advice for the Motor vehicle drivers are —




Never drive a motor vehicle more than 50 cc capacity without a driving licence.
All two wheeler riders including pillion riders should use helmet.

No mobile use during driving.

No drunk driving.

The Cyclothon:

The rally was flagged off by Shri Sushil Kumar, ACP at 7.30 AM at the premises of Ankur
School (6 No stop). Thereafter the Cyclothon passed through roads adjoining Sarojini Naidu
Higher Secondary School and Subhash Higher Secondary school, Rajiv Gandhi square at
Bittan Market and concluded at NCHSE premises at Girish Kunj, Arera Colony covering a
distance of about 4.00 km. Over 100 cyclists, mostly school students and some citizens,
participated in the rally. On completion of the event all participants were provided with a
certificate of participation as well as refreshments.




o
i 20

W pEMAND

o= :
= For

SVSTAINARL 2
Cines

11,249

| people died
J on Roads in &
¥ MP in 2019




Signing of Memorandum:

After the completion of the Cyclothon, the participants signed a memorandum addressed to
the Principal Secretary, Home, Government of Madhya Pradesh requesting him of
development of a sustainable transport system in Madhya Pradesh, specifically for
pedestrians, cyclists, senior citizens, and students (Copy attached). In the Memorandum the
participants conveyed that they feel that there is a desperate need for governments and their
partners to rethink about mobility. The memorandum also stressed that when safe, walking
and cycling can contribute to making people healthy, cities sustainable, and societies
equitable. Safe, affordable, accessible and sustainable public transport is a solution for many
of societies’ ills.

Later the memorandum was submitted to the Principal Secretary, Home, Government of
Madhya Pradesh with a copy to the Commissioner, Transport, Principal, Government of
Madhya Pradesh.

Documentation:
Photographs, both still and video, were taken to document the event. These are annexed.
Publicity of the Event:

Both print and digital media covered the event extensively. These are annexed.



Media Coverage :

1. Freepress

_ Pedal for Change: Bhopal Cyclothr-,
under UN Road Safety Week
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Over 100 cyclists took part
in Bhopal Cyclothon to pro-
mote a sustainable trans-
port system under UN Road
Safety Week in the city on
Saturday.

The cyclists included
school students and senior
citizens. The event was or-
ganised by National Centre
for Human Settlements and
Environment, Consumer
- Voice Delhi, Help Box Foun-

dation and Bhopal Cycle
I Riders Group. The aim of
) the cyclothon was to pro-

mote sustainable transport . Ro—— — —

system, particularly for The rally was flagged off ed the initiative and im-
- pedestrians, cyclists and by ACP Police Sushil Ku- parted road safety tips to
1 children. mar Tiwari, who appreciat- the participants.
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3. Dainik Bhaskar
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5. Subah Savere
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https://www.freepressjournal.in/bhopal/pedal-for-change-bhopal-cyclothon-under-un-road-
safety-week
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Social Media Posting during Road Safety Week and event
1. Facebook
12/5

https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid02MGUfgtPLDFHKMwLZQV8cHAE3DchPE
sMyN61sWwzZD87P3LbvKsuyftSWGdhKp9gnml

16/5

https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbidOXhW 7ttWvov2s45hNH8tSDxAabcCu2awP
WornEitM45CzZ8wWsfw9guyYB1wi3YkKI

16/5

https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid02rWgcEAKIR7drfQ9aVzZfinV6eeaBFpi8V
ZAfcVOk5ye9p80QsJ8usGO1Z5vx2RmrVI

16/5

https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid02Jr2vgVSGAjdUr7HeXzXyxGuXKzLyNw5
5yBdCIyKMEtadEZTipbg6AQwL|biPYkvBI

17/5

https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbidOpPKhkAcmrqiricQOK8N1t2PCXo3c4ys2Kg
BMswvOQ5ximbKxWoE77ckrfbMmM9y3rvi

18/5

https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid02qUriG9Lj8cnHnheFRAXxBVjtvcQBVW SNt
B6Y6dZWROBKRvqQYH9dCrC27bdPBQskxKI

20/5

https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid0iZk|VijQGY 1NfbF7XXJZwlcqjK8jUbKRzL
P7CbvKVAmMMdaejhVWVqgaNpwgUj5Xnbl

20/5

https://www.facebook.com/NCHSES84/posts/pfbid02Veu8hZyXAog5BRLjJSHIE61k9qvYbDK
pPAXx7ftoN9WcwXVvBRTe6tRUBUScC6{GHUI

20/5

https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid02sLixThFuCg4QveZTHR7XwILtc6LxbZg
ZN1suG8VVvYXsbGapSSYp6BBDWcpCkggEsl

20/5

https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid028ymmWGz7frJ7NbLEFEvsfr80QqaVveMf
D9iMraYU6nG3ucZGkJ4yd7DMWuoTrY XPyl

21/5

https://www.facebook.com/NCHSES84/posts/pfbid02{Vp55anaYP1InLSMuF3MQXeBxwmhrL
PEXdEgmxYbeivGUabijAFKmbvYmN4exSRfl

21/5

https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbidOuraVMgUxwD55HSIQ0Ob8SdTgJAVUZWN
ECDxBT77jzZWyWV3FyCeeSM6Fg52pri71hKI

22/5
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https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid02MGUfgtPLDFHkMwLZQV8cHAE3DchPEsMyN61sWwZD87P3LbvKsuyftSWGdhKp9qnml
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid02MGUfgtPLDFHkMwLZQV8cHAE3DchPEsMyN61sWwZD87P3LbvKsuyftSWGdhKp9qnml
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid0XhW7ttWvov2s45hNH8tSDxAabcCu2awPWornEitM45CzZ8wWsfw9guyYB1wi3YkKl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid0XhW7ttWvov2s45hNH8tSDxAabcCu2awPWornEitM45CzZ8wWsfw9guyYB1wi3YkKl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid02rWqcEAKiR7drfQ9aVzZfJnV6eeaBFpi8VZAfcVQk5ye9p8QsJ8usGQ1Z5vx2RmrVl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid02rWqcEAKiR7drfQ9aVzZfJnV6eeaBFpi8VZAfcVQk5ye9p8QsJ8usGQ1Z5vx2RmrVl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid02Jr2vqVSGAjdUr7HeXzXyxGuXKzLyNw55yBdCJyKMEtadEZTipbq6AQwLjbiPYkvBl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid02Jr2vqVSGAjdUr7HeXzXyxGuXKzLyNw55yBdCJyKMEtadEZTipbq6AQwLjbiPYkvBl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid0pPKhkAcmrqirjcQK8N1t2PCXo3c4ys2KgBMswvQ5ximbKxWoE77ckrfbMmM9y3rvl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid0pPKhkAcmrqirjcQK8N1t2PCXo3c4ys2KgBMswvQ5ximbKxWoE77ckrfbMmM9y3rvl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid02gUrjG9Lj8cnHnheFRAxBvjtvcQBvWSNtB6Y6dZWRQBKRvqYH9dCrC27bdPBQskxKl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid02gUrjG9Lj8cnHnheFRAxBvjtvcQBvWSNtB6Y6dZWRQBKRvqYH9dCrC27bdPBQskxKl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid0iZkjVijQGY1NfbF7XXJZw1cqjK8jUbKRzLP7CbvKVAmMdaejhVWVgqNpwgUj5Xnbl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid0iZkjVijQGY1NfbF7XXJZw1cqjK8jUbKRzLP7CbvKVAmMdaejhVWVgqNpwgUj5Xnbl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid02Veu8hZyXAog5BRLjJSHiE61k9qvYbDKpPAx7ftoN9WcwXvBRTe6tRUBUScC6jGHUl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid02Veu8hZyXAog5BRLjJSHiE61k9qvYbDKpPAx7ftoN9WcwXvBRTe6tRUBUScC6jGHUl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid02sLfxThFuCg4QveZTHR7Xw9Ltc6LxbZqZN1suG8VvYXsbGapSSYp6BBDWcpCkggEsl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid02sLfxThFuCg4QveZTHR7Xw9Ltc6LxbZqZN1suG8VvYXsbGapSSYp6BBDWcpCkggEsl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid028ymmWGz7frJ7NbLEFEvsfr8QqaVv6MfD9iMrqYU6nG3ucZGkJ4yd7DMWuoTrYXPyl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid028ymmWGz7frJ7NbLEFEvsfr8QqaVv6MfD9iMrqYU6nG3ucZGkJ4yd7DMWuoTrYXPyl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid02jVp55anaYP1JnLSMuF3MQXeBxwmhrLPEXdEgmxYbeivGUa5ijAFKmbvYmN4exSRfl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid02jVp55anaYP1JnLSMuF3MQXeBxwmhrLPEXdEgmxYbeivGUa5ijAFKmbvYmN4exSRfl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid0uraVMgUxwD55HSiQQb8SdTqJAvUZWNECDxBT77jzWyWV3FyCeeSM6Fg52pri71hKl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid0uraVMgUxwD55HSiQQb8SdTqJAvUZWNECDxBT77jzWyWV3FyCeeSM6Fg52pri71hKl

https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid0427affuumyT89791wcbz3aB3rVxnHGFh]

P8rxHDmM5Kju5siFWbS49GVU14VGvmhAl
23/5

https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid0427affuumyT89791wcbz3aB3rVxnHGFEh]

P8rxHDmM5Kju5siFWbS49GVU14VGvmhAl
23/5

https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbidOrAJpJ3h9UMuGJAQcc7o5PkicXcaquVRi8

Z5dugXJReMckXKMi9mbThvdTVMZbx7nl

Twitter.com

15/5
https://twitter.com/Consumer\Voiceln/status/1655199425755779077
16/5

https://twitter.com/NchseB/status/1658364 778174193666
https://twitter.com/ConsumerVoiceln/status/1658357986400833536
https://twitter.com/UNY outhEnvoy/status/1658220927119753216
https://twitter.com/RinkiSharma/status/1658326192351752192

17/5

https://twitter.com/NchseB/status/1658805441109925892
https://twitter.com/NchseB/status/1658807712828866562
https://twitter.com/ConsumerVoiceln/status/1658708362559619074

21/5

https://twitter.com/earth3153/status/1660125395159601154
https://twitter.com/consumer_quild/status/1660150970301702144
https://twitter.com/consumer_quild/status/1660152576145514497
23/5
https://twitter.com/ConsumerVoiceln/status/1660886657959092230
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https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid0427affuumyT89791wcbz3aB3rVxnHGFhjP8rxHDm5Kju5siFWbS49GVU14VGvmhAl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid0427affuumyT89791wcbz3aB3rVxnHGFhjP8rxHDm5Kju5siFWbS49GVU14VGvmhAl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid0427affuumyT89791wcbz3aB3rVxnHGFhjP8rxHDm5Kju5siFWbS49GVU14VGvmhAl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid0427affuumyT89791wcbz3aB3rVxnHGFhjP8rxHDm5Kju5siFWbS49GVU14VGvmhAl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid0rAJpJ3h9UMuGJAQcc7o5PkicXcaguVRi8Z5dugXJReMckXKMj9mbThvdTVMZbx7nl
https://www.facebook.com/NCHSE84/posts/pfbid0rAJpJ3h9UMuGJAQcc7o5PkicXcaguVRi8Z5dugXJReMckXKMj9mbThvdTVMZbx7nl
https://twitter.com/ConsumerVoiceIn/status/1655199425755779077
https://twitter.com/NchseB/status/1658364778174193666
https://twitter.com/ConsumerVoiceIn/status/1658357986400833536
https://twitter.com/UNYouthEnvoy/status/1658220927119753216
https://twitter.com/RinkiSharma/status/1658326192351752192
https://twitter.com/NchseB/status/1658805441109925892
https://twitter.com/NchseB/status/1658807712828866562
https://twitter.com/ConsumerVoiceIn/status/1658708362559619074
https://twitter.com/earth3153/status/1660125395159601154
https://twitter.com/consumer_guild/status/1660150970301702144
https://twitter.com/consumer_guild/status/1660152576145514497
https://twitter.com/ConsumerVoiceIn/status/1660886657959092230
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